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Welcome to Term One! 
Kia ora o te Whanau and 
welcome to our Canopy 
community of learning. What 
an exciting start to the year we 
have had. We have been 
getting to know the new 
Canopy team members and 
working towards building good 
learning relationships where 
everyone feels they can 
achieve at their best. We have 
also been developing new and 
exciting individualised 
programs of learning for each 
member of Canopy, with 
student interest and learning 
needs at the core.  

I would like to start with a quick 
introduction of myself, as not 
only am I the new Deputy 
Principal of the school, but am 
lucky enough to be Canopy’s 
Form Tutor and English 
teacher as well. I have been 
teaching English for twenty 
years, and have a real passion 
for an inquiry and student 
centred approach to learning. I 
have 20 years of experience in 
education, and have spent 

much of the last 7 years 
teaching (and learning) 
overseas at, with Peru being 
my last overseas teaching 
post. I’m very happy to be back 
in New Zealand and making a 
home in such a beautiful part of 
the world. Karamea is 
gorgeous!  I’ve really enjoyed 
getting to the know the 
students so far and seeing 
“what floats their boat” to 
ensure I can support them in 
their learning. 

 

Canopy are made up of five 
Year 11s, three Year 12s and 
three Year 13s. We all have 

different learning goals and 
passions, and as a new 
teacher to the group I have 
been impressed by their 
individuality, their creativity and 
their kindness when welcoming 
new people to the “tribe.”  I’m 
very excited about our year 
together and the learning 
journey we are embarking on. 

Mrs Maiava has spent many 
hours over the last weeks 
talking with students, to see 
what our students truly want 
and need in their courses. She 
is also working to ensure the 
relative isolation our students 
face is not a barrier to their 
learning, but rather an 
opportunity for individualised 
programming and learning. It 
becomes a positive that brings 
unique opportunities for 
Canopy.  

Each student has an individual 
course which has been tailor 
made to suit their needs. I 
hope Canopy can make the 
most of the opportunities this 
affords. The final pieces of the 
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puzzle were being put together 
over the last few days and 
students engaged in Te Kura 
learning programmes will 
complete an induction with Mrs 
Maiava on Monday and start 
the course after that.  

All students are also involved 
in Wellness, Food Technology 
and Swimming programs. 
Canopy’s swimming days are 
Tuesday and Thursday. Its 
great to see students making 
the most of this on these 
scorching February days. 
Please feel free to contact me 
during the term if you have any 
questions. 

Karlene Rainham 

 

COURSE INFO: 

Here is a little about what is 
happening in individual 
subjects 

Year 11 Maths 

 

The year 11 class are starting the 
year looking at the material 
leading up to sitting the 
achievement standard 91026 

Apply numeric reasoning in 
solving problems. This standard is 
worth 4 credits. Towards the end 
of the term we will start the next 
unit of work which will be working 
towards achievement standard 
91030 Apply measurement in 
solving problems worth 3 credits. 
It is expected that students come 
to class prepared for work this 
means having the required 
stationery, we are working in a 
MA4 exercise book with an HB 
pencil. 

Niki Adams 

Year 11 Science 

 

The year 11 class are starting the 
year looking at safe and 
appropriate laboratory use, this 
includes a recap of how to use the 
basic lab equipment and 
techniques. Included in this 
introductory unit is a look at the 
Scientific method and fair testing. 
We are following this with a unit 
that will look at the material 
covered by achievement standard 
90925 ‘Carry out a practical 
investigation in a biological 
context, with direction’ an 
internally assessed standard 
worth 4 credits. It is expected that 
students come to class prepared 
for work, this means having the 
required stationery. We are 
working in a workbook any 
additional written work will be on 
refill paper or worksheets which 
are filed in a clear file folder. 
Students should also have access 
to a scientific calculator. 

Niki Adams 

 

Year 11 – 13 
Technology 

 

BConstructive are hands on 
programmes that lead to two 
qualifications; BCATS Level 1 and 
BCATS Level 2 as well as credits 
achieved contributing to NCEA L1 
and 2. They are innovative, 
practical and multi-disciplinary 
programmes for students, 
providing them with the skills and 
knowledge to springboard into any 
career in the construction 
industry. The BConstructive 
programmes are primarily 
workshop based. We will start 
with a safety unit standard worth 2 
credits at level 1 and 4 credits at 
level 2. When we start in the 
workshop we will be working on 
the practical projects to meet US 
12932 Construct timber garden 
furniture and items of basic 
construction equipment as a 
BCATS project a level 2 standard 
worth 8 credits. 

Niki Adams 

Food Technology 
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I will be teaching all senior 
classes technology foods, which 
will include independent problem 
solving, learning how to make 
substitutions, and the use of safe 
food handling skills.  I will also 
lead technology soft materials for 
the year 9/10s and this term they 
will be learning how to knit, with 
the end project being a beanie - 
that might be a bit beyond reach, 
but they are keen!! The year 9/10s 
are already displaying the key 
competencies of relating to others 
and participating and contributing 
as they assist each other with 
their learning. 

Tina Wylie 

English 11 – 13 

 

Our first term of English has a 
multi-faceted approach. All three 
levels are working on similar Big 
Questions. How do writers utilise 
the natural environment in their 
writing? Why are ocean motifs 
and themes so popular in 
literature? What is a short text and 
how can we analyse and 
appreciate its creation and 
purpose?  

All students have been asked to 
approach all texts (and even 
events in their life) with the visible 
thinking routine of I See, I Think, I 
Wonder. This process breaks 
down the steps required for 
analysis and understanding and 
engagement in their world, whilst 
providing a framework for deep 
thinking. This also prepares them 
for the assessments as we move 
through the course. The deeper 
the analysis and understanding, 

the better the achievement. Feel 
free to ask your child how it works 
and give it a go yourself.  

We will be closely reading a 
variety of short texts, including 
songs, poetry and short stories. 
They will be ranging in difficulty 
based on student learning levels. 
Following our textual amalysis we 
will be preparing for our own 
creative writing with a trip to a 
local beach environment and a 
cross curricular workshop during 
Sea Week. In English our focus 
will be using the senses and 
powers of observation in writing.  

This will result in our first addition 
to our internal Writing Portfolio, to 
be used for assessment at all 
three levels. We will also be 
developing our ability to analyse 
and respond to texts to prepare 
for external assessment later in 
the year. This will be ongoing. 
Students will have their own 
Assessment Plans and Course 
Outlines for the whole year on 
Monday, this will be individualised 
to reflect student’s individual 
needs. If you have any questions 
please contact me at 
krainham@karamea.school.nz 

Karlene Rainham 

Secondary 
Information 

Kia ora 
Our students have settled in well 
to 2019 and are adjusting to their 
new timetables. We have 
welcomed Totara - Year 7 & 8 to 
the Secondary Team this year, 
which gives them access to our 
specialist subject teachers. 
 
As Secondary Team Leader for 
Years 7 - 13, I monitor our 
student’s well-being and 
academic progress including such 
things as attendance, their 
subjects / curriculum coverage / 

timetables, behaviour. We have 
high standards and expectations 
for the Secondary Team both as 
individuals and collectively. We 
assist every student to always 
achieve to the best of their ability, 
and we are very proud of our 
students' achievements last year.  
So effectively I am the "Mother 
Duck" who keeps the ducklings in 
line or order.  
 
Here are some reminders for both 
students and parents / caregivers: 
 

 
 
= PE/FITNESS 
Vicky Chandler is either teaching 
P.E. or Fitness with each year 
level group. Students are 
expected to bring at least a 
change of top for these lessons 
due to personal hygiene reasons 
(i.e. body odour).  
= SWIMMING 
this is a core component of our 
curriculum in Term 1 and ALL 
students are expected to bring 
swimming gear on the days their 
class has lessons. If there is a 
reason for your child not 
swimming, please either write a 
note or email myself. 
= CELL PHONES 
Most students are leaving phones 
at home, however if they do need 
to have their phone at school, 
they must be signed in to the 
School Office before 8.55am. Our 
leniency for "oh I forgot" has run 
out so breaches of this school 
policy will have more serious 
consequences. 
 
= NOSE PIERCINGS 
Currently nose piercings have 
become a trend, so if your child is 
getting a nose piercing please 



CANOPY TERM ONE NEWSLETTER | 2019 4 

 

 

 

ensure it is a stud. Rings or hoops 
are a Health & Safety concern in 
practical and P.E. classes as they 
can easily get caught and ripped 
out, so students are required to 
have them covered (with tape or 
bandaid). 
 
= SIGNING OUT 
Unless students are in Year 12 or 
13, or have an appointment, then 
they must remain onsite for the 
school day. If your child needs to 
leave school for an appointment 
or other reason, then please 
either provide a signed note to the 
form teacher or contact the 
School Office.  
Last year students were asking for 
permission to buy their lunch at 
the shop or go to the Last Resort, 
and were then returning late back 
to school. Therefore we will not be 
allowing students to leave to buy 
their lunch unless really 
necessary. A note or phone call 
from home is required. 
Year 12 & 13 students are only 
allowed to sign out to leave school 
grounds at lunchtime, and must 
ensure they have signed back in 
before 1.30pm. 
 
= FEELING SICK/UNWELL 
If students feel sick or unwell 
during the school day, they must 
go to the School Office who will 
then take care of them. The Office 
will contact you if your child needs 
to go home early (students cannot 
just sign out and leave). 
 
Thank you for all your support 
with our students. I look forward to 
meeting you all during this term. 
 
Michelle Maiava 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR THIS 
TERM: 

 
  
18th – 22nd Feb 
Dental Van Visiting 
 
18th Feb 
Celebration Assembly 
2:15pm hosted by Totara ( Yrs 
7/8) 
 
26th Feb 
Search the Way 
(Justin and Sylvia) 
William Pike ABL and 
Orienteering LB2 and 3 
 
4th – 8th March 
Seaweek. Yrs 7-13 will be 
involved in a Big Day Out 
 
11th March 
School Swimming Sports (PP 
date 18th March) 
 
18th – 19th March 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
 
26th March 
Amuri Area School Football visit 
31st – 5th March 
TOSI at Collingwood 
 
1st April 
Celebration Assembly 2:30pm 
hosted by Kahikatea and Canopy  
(our class!) 
 
8th April 
Celebration Assembly 2:30pm 
Hosted by TOSI attendees from 
Kahikatea and Canopy  
 
12 April 
LAST DAY TERM ONE 
 
29th April  
FIRST DAY TERM TWO 
 

 

 

 

 

Teacher contact information: 

 

Michelle Maiava –  

mmaiava@karamea.school.nz 

 

Karlene Rainham - 

krainham@karamea.school.nz 

 

Tina Wylie 

twylie@karamea.school.nz 

 

Niki Adams 

nadams@karamea.school.nz 

 

Vicky Chandler 

vchander@karamea.school.nz 
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